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MONTH
tommyPEARL

February’s Rider of the Month is number 2 in the 2011 OTHG

line up and is also known as the high flying Tommy Pearl.

MARRIED No

CHILDREN Five good people

WHERE DO YOU LIVE Ridgecrest

OCCUPATION Technical Director for the Weapons Test

Squadron at China Lake, VX-31

STARTED RIDING 1956

FIRST BIKE 1952 Cushman Eagle: 4-stoke

single, rigid frame, leading link front springer,

scooter wheels, 2-speed tranny with tank

shifter and a suicide clutch. Look it up.

FIRST RACE Carlsbad Raceway, 1970 on a

Penton 125 with a Sachs engine that had six

gears and seven neutrals.

FAVORITE TRACK Carlsbad Raceway

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AN OTHG MEMBER

I joined OTHG at one of the first ever races at LACR in 1984.

The track was all deep sand with basketball-size rocks

everywhere. I’ve missed a few years here and there but I’m

home for good.

BEST OR MOST MEMORABLE MX/SX RACE YOU

HAVE EVER BEEN TO LA Coliseum, Superbowl of

Motocross #1. Marty Tripes was awesome.

FAVORITE MX PRO RACER Bob Hannah

FOUR-STROKE OR TWO-STROKE Two-Stroke

FAVORITE/BEST BIKE YOU’VE EVER OWNED 1993

Honda CR250R that I bought from John Webb (current OTMX

80+ racer). He guaranteed me it had a “virgin” fifth gear. I

raced it for five years and sold it to Kim. She raced it for four

years and I saw it last month being raced in the dez by the kid

she sold it to. I want it back.

FAVORITE PART OF A MX TRACK The start. I love the last

few seconds before the gate drops when I morph from a

nervous wreck into a racing fool. We are all tied for first place

at that point.

OUTDOOR MX NATIONAL OR SUPERCROSS Motocross

is an outdoor sport.

WHO'S YOUR PICK TO WIN THE 2011 SX, 250 WEST,

250 EAST & 450

250 West: Hansen, 250 East: Sipes, 450: Villo

IF YOU COULD BE A PRO IN ANY OTHER SPORT

Formula One Driver.

WHAT'S PLAYING ON YOUR IPOD My son took my iPod

so I assume its Dylan, White Stripes, and some bluegrass. I

never used it because it interfered with my hearing aids.

FAVORITE FOOD NY Steak medium rare, mashed spuds,

asparagus spears, salad, cold beer.

PREFERRED LIQUID REFRESHMENT Coors Original

Banquet Beer in a long-neck cold blue-mountain bottle.

HOBBIES Music, motorcycles, hiking, and drinking my

preferred liquid refreshment.

WHO DO YOU MOST ADMIRE Our US service men and

women who represent our country with integrity throughout

the world.

WHAT'S YOUR MOTTO IN LIFE Keep putting out positive

energy and it will come back to you when you least expect it

and need it most.

FAVORITE TV SHOW: Any show with motorized racing.

FAVORITE MOVIE Rebel Without a Cause, James Dean.

WHAT'S THE LAST MOVIE YOU SAW Sanctum,

unfortunately.

THE LAST BOOK YOU READ The Girl Who Kicked the

Hornets Nest. I read all three of them.

FAVORITE SUBJECT IN SCHOOL Math

BEST CHRISTMAS PRESENT YOU EVER GOT: Red

Monarch 3-speed bike with 26” fat tires. That thing was

indestructible.

ONE PLACE YOU'VE NEVER BEEN BUT WOULD LOVE

TO SEE Alaska

THE MOST AMAZING THING YOU'VE SEEN

The births of my offspring.

FAVORITE COLOR Blue.

MOST ANNOYING THING ABOUT YOU I can’t sit still for

more than 10 minutes at a time. I gotta keep moving.

YOUR GUILTY PLEASURE Chocolate Sundae topped with

whipped cream and diced nuts.

WE ASKED TOMMY IF HE COULD SHARE SOME INSIGHT

WITH US ON FLYING JETS AND HERE IS HIS REPLY

Flying a tactical jet is very similar to racing a MX bike. You are

one with the machine as you experience acceleration in all six

degrees of freedom, moments of weightlessness, exhilaration,

and fear. Both are very physical and require intense

concentration. The biggest difference is that flying requires

concentration during critical stages of flight (landing, takeoff,

flying formation) or when something goes wrong. The MX

racer must concentrate for the whole race, or something will

go wrong.

ANYTHING WOULD LIKE TO ADD The OTHG has been

good for me and good to me. Thank you for that. You want a

story, look me up in the Oasis. I’ve got a few!
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OTHG SPONSOR HIGHLIGHT

Look for Joe Stern under the Dunlop

EZ-Up, at all the 2011 OTHG

events this year, with Dunlop’s

line of GEOMAX tires.

For more information

email Joe Stern at

jtnstern@sbcglobal.net

or click below to visit

www.dunlopmotorcycle.com


